
Mrs. Jan Knight
February 10, 1928 - January 1, 2024

Jan Knight passed away on Monday, January 1, 2024, just a month shy of
celebrating her 96th birthday. 

Jan was born on February 10, 1928, in Holyoke, MA to Pearl Pollock
Thomson Rich and Arthur Jesse Rich. Until February 1943 she lived in the
Littleville section of Chester, MA on the middle branch of the Westfield River.
In 1943 the government made her father get into war work; he closed his
lumber mill and the family moved into her grandfather’s home in Holyoke, MA.
Jan graduated from Holyoke High, class of 1945, and Northampton Junior
College. 

She married Alfred James Rettie (deceased) on November 18, 1950, at the
Second Congregational Church of Holyoke, MA. She worked at
Massachusetts Mutual Insurance Company until 1951. In 1963, they moved
from Feeding Hills, MA, to Pittsfield, MA. She worked at General Electric
Company from 1973 until 1990 as an editor in the Ordnance Department. 

She was a Girl Scout leader and a member of Chapter L, PEO. She was also
Vice President of the Navy League of the United States for over 25 years. On
September 21, 1990, she married Albert Dwight Knight in Pittsfield. 

 

In addition to her husband, she leaves her son James Rettie of Huntington,



MA; her daughter Alison Rettie Steinmiller and her husband Ron of North
Chili, NY; her grandson Jared Steinmiller and his wife Katie of Greece, NY; her
granddaughter Jenna Steinmiller Cappello and her husband Adam of
Rochester, NY; and her great-grandchildren Ian and Gia Steinmiller and
Angelo Cappello. She also leaves her daughter-in-law Georgia Johnston of
Connecticut and step-grandsons Jameson Knight, Curtis Knight, and Christian
Knight. She also leaves her niece Lynn Kupec Litchfield and her husband
John; her nephew Roger Scott Kupec; and her grand-nephews Mark Litchfield
and wife Sonia, and Scott Litchfield and wife Christina and their families. 

 

In addition to her parents, she is predeceased by her son Allan James Rettie,
her sister Barbara Rich Kupec and brothers-in-law Jimmy and Jack Kupec,
her stepson Steven James Knight, and great-grandson Kaius Lee Steinmiller. 

 

Funeral Notice: 
 

Burial will be in Norwich Bridge Cemetery in Huntington, MA at the
convenience of the family. A memorial service will be planned for the spring. If
friends wish, memorial contributions may be made to the Dalton
Congregational Church, in care of the Dwyer-Wellington Funeral Home.



Cemetery Details

Norwich Bridge Cemetery

Huntington , MA

Events

Details are pending.
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Kathy Singer - February 06, 2024 at 02:01 PM

I am saddened to learn of Aunt Jan’s passing. She had a gentle way
about her that made the awkward ,shy child that I was, feel warm
and welcomed. And though I saw her few times in later years she
still carried that spirit with her. I am reminded of a quote by Maya
Angelou who said “I've learned that people will forget what you said,
people will forget what you did, but people will never forget how you
made them feel. 

  
Warm condolences to all her family, 

 Kathy S.

sandra h epperly - January 12, 2024 at 02:14 PM

A dear lady and gentle friend. You are missed Jan, already! God
speed in your journey. 

  
Sandy Epperly

Robert Race - January 07, 2024 at 02:41 PM

A wonderful lady and a true and loyal friend! She will be sorely
missed by all who knew her!

Daniel Burkhard - January 06, 2024 at 05:58 PM

Both Joan and I enjoyed every conversation we ever had with Jan.
She will be missed. Our condolences to Al and his family.


