
Mrs. Nancy Sargent Bissell
July 12, 1938 - August 15, 2023

Nancy Sargent Bissell died peacefully at Berkshire Medical Center on August
15, 2023, after experiencing a stroke just 32 hours earlier. She was
surrounded by family and loved ones singing “You’ll Never Walk Alone” (with a
little help from Elvis Presley). 

Nancy was born to Arthur and Edith MacGregor Sargent in Ayer, MA, on July
12, 1938. She graduated from Groton High School in Groton MA, where she
was voted “most popular” and where she acquired her love of theater. Nancy
was employed in the office of Hollingsworth and Vose Company before
becoming engaged to George H. Bissell. The two eventually settled in the
Berkshires when George went to work for General Electric. 

Nancy was passionate about her Dalton community and loved raising her
family in the Berkshires. She worked professionally in the Central Berkshire
Regional School District for more than 20 years, including at Crane
Community School in Windsor and Berkshire Trail Elementary School in
Cummington. She was a fierce advocate for quality public education and
worked tirelessly to make her community more loving and welcoming. Nancy
was a protean force when it came to connecting people and nurturing
friendships. She continued volunteer work well into her advanced years,
helping to run the Green Gargoyle, a thrift shop with a charitable mission
hosted by the First Congregational Church in Dalton. 



Yet Nancy’s greatest love was her family. She is survived by her loving
husband George Bissell, who was by her side to the very end. Their 62-year
marriage stands as a testament to the enduring power of love. She is survived
also by her four sons Brian, Richard, John (Melissa) and Mark (Laura); nine
grandchildren Jacqui, Levi, Dillon, Samantha, Tess, Whidbey, George, Maryn,
and Chase; and two great-grandchildren Magnolia and Keegan. Nancy
delighted in any celebration or activity that brought the family “all togethah” –
birthdays, holidays, soccer and baseball games, concerts, theater, dance
recitals, Scouting events – or truly any activity involving her children and
grandchildren. She celebrated her 85th birthday just one month before her
passing, “all togethah” in true Nancy style. 

 

In addition to her immediate family, Nancy is also survived by her step-sister
Wanda Hill. She was predeceased by her parents, by her sister Carol who
died early in childhood, and her sister Ann who passed away in 2004. 

Funeral Notice: 
 

Funeral services for Mrs. Nancy S. Bissell will be held Saturday, August 19,
2023, at 1 pm at the First Congregational Church in Dalton. There will be an
hou 

 Fr of visitation at the church directly prior to the service, from noon to 1 pm.
For those who cannot make Saturday’s services, calling hours will also be
held on Friday, August 18, 2023, from 4:30 pm to 7 pm at the Dwyer-
Wellington Funeral Home in Dalton, 525 Main St, Dalton MA 01226. 

 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Loaves and Fishes, DUMC, 755
Main St., Dalton, MA 01226. 

 

The family wishes to thank the members of the Dalton Fire Department for



their rapid and compassionate response, and the staff at Berkshire Medical
Center.



Previous Events

Visitation

AUG 18. 4:30 PM - 7:00 PM (ET)

Dwyer -Wellington Family Funeral Home - Dalton
525 Main Street
Dalton, MA 01226
(413) 684-0215
info@dwyerfuneral.com
https://www.dwyerfuneral.com/

Visitation

AUG 19. 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM (ET)

First Congregational Church of Dalton
514 Main Street
Dalton , MA 01226

Service

AUG 19. 1:00 PM (ET)

First Congregational Church of Dalton
514 Main Street
Dalton , MA 01226

mailto:info@dwyerfuneral.com
https://www.dwyerfuneral.com/
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Jean(Brewer)Gingras - August 18, 2023 at 08:59 PM

How the years have flown by, but some people always remain in our
hearts no matter where life takes us. That is the way it has been
with Nancy and George. For myself, whenever I saw Nancy, we just
started our conversations as if we had been together so often. She
was always the person who would make everyone feel as each one
was the most important person in her life. She made people feel
better, loved and encouraged, no matter the circumstance. She was
a very special woman and will be missed by everyone who were
fortunate to have had her friendship, or those who perhaps she had
just met and had an impact on their lives. She was a friend to all. 

  
God bless you all, George and family. 

  
Fondly, Jean and Larry Gingras

Kathy Patricia Caton - August 18, 2023 at 02:38 PM

My condolences to the Bissell family. George and Nancy both were
always present and cheerful wherever we would meet- friendly and
always cherrfully supportive during my tenure as MD for FCC
Dalton. Sending long distance hugs to george and the family and
may God grant you all mercy and grace during this challenging time.
Kate Caton
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August 17, 2023 at 02:34 PM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of Mrs. Nancy Sargent Bissell.

Dwyer Funeral Home Inc. - August 17, 2023 at 02:25 PM

149 files added to the album LifeTributes

Ann Marie Blackmon - August 17, 2023 at 08:27 AM

What a blessing to know the Bissells. Thinking of George and family
with love, Missy Blackmon

August 17, 2023 at 08:24 AM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of Mrs. Nancy Sargent Bissell.

https://www.dwyerfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dwyerfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dwyerfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dwyerfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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August 17, 2023 at 08:24 AM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Mrs. Nancy Sargent Bissell.

Angelo Borsello - August 17, 2023 at 07:23 AM

John condolence to you and family.

Claire H. - August 16, 2023 at 04:25 PM

Claire H. planted a grove of 3 <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Trees</a> in honor of Mrs. Nancy
Sargent Bissell.

Linda and Ray Fischer - August 16, 2023 at 04:19 PM

We are SO going to miss your smiling face, Nancy. The "Happy
Birthday" wishes exchanged every time we'd meet. The Feasting
Friends outings with you. So many celebrations shared. Rest in
Peace dear Nancy. Condolences to George and the whole family.
She was a gem, for sure!

August 16, 2023 at 04:00 PM

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for
the family of Mrs. Nancy Sargent Bissell.

https://www.dwyerfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dwyerfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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August 16, 2023 at 04:00 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Mrs. Nancy Sargent Bissell.


