Polly Hopkins Grieve

March 1, 1920 - December 16, 2019

Polly Hopkins Grieve was born on March 1, 1920, in Bridgeport, CT. She
came to Pittsfield as an infant with her mother, Carolyn Cande Hopkins, and
her brother, Robert. They lived on South Street with her grandparents, aunt,
and a great-grandmother. Those were the days that turned into some of her
most cherished memories—playing around Wampeenum Brook and attending
Morewood, the one-room schoolhouse on South Mountain Road.

She learned proper posture and poetry at Redfield School and about a
hundred songs at her beloved Camp Witawentin. These verses never left her,
and we were awestruck by her impromptu recitations. About a month before
her death, she woke up reciting the last verse of “Thanatopsis.” Her favorite
school years were at Central Junior High. She graduated from Pittsfield High
School with the class of 1937, having been deemed by yearbook consensus
“best girl actor” and “most beautiful girl.”

Polly was a teller at the Pittsfield Cooperative Bank when it was situated in the
rear of the Aggie Bank Building facing the old post office, now City Hall. She
later worked for Henderson, Brennan & Reder as a legal secretary. In 1942
she married Alan Blake Grieve, and they raised three children: Tom, Cande,
and Laurie. Following in the footsteps of her grandmother, Carrie Cande, she
attended South Congregational Church, sang in the choir, and joined with the
Ladies’ Benevolent Society for some excellent sewing, quilting, and
comradery.

Alan died in 2013, and Polly spent the last six years of her life at home with



Cande. Kindness was her modus vivendi. She died at age 99 of a heart attack
on December 16, 2019. Polly is survived by her children: Thomas A. Grieve
and his wife, Kathleen Conry Grieve, of Arlington, TX; Cande Grieve of
Pittsfield; and Laurie Norris of Southern Pines, NC; three grandchildren and
eight great-grandchildren: Timothy Grieve and his wife, Hollie, and their
children Abbie, Emilie, and Ellie, of New Braunfels, TX; Benjamin Grieve, his
wife, Kathy, and their children Bode, Kaia, and Barrett, of La Jolla, CA,;
Katherine Ann Danzi, her husband Jay, and their children Thomas and Sam,
of Ft. Worth, TX; her nephews and their wives: Craig and Pat Hurry Wilder of
Falmouth, MA; Richard Wilder of Wellesley, MA, and Elizabeth Banks of
Bristol, CT; the Lewis Family relatives of North Stonington, CT, and the Cande
Family relatives of Dalton, MA.

Funeral Notice:

Services have yet to be arranged. Donations in her memory may be made to
the Ladies’ Benevolent Society of South Congregational Church in care of
Dwyer-Wellington Funeral Home, 776 North St., Pittsfield, MA. 01201.
Donations CANNOT be made online, but may be made through the Dwyer-
Wellington Funeral Home.



Tribute Wall

To Cande, Tom, and Laurie - my sympathies go out to all of you.

Your Mom is so much a part of my happy childhood memories. | can
still hear her kind voice calling me "Ame". On days we went in
search of "the hermit" she often packed me a delicious tuna salad
sandwich on "Wonder Bread", like a second Mom. Her blueberry pie
was by far the best | ever tasted! | have many fond memories of
being at your house; so many neighborhood games of tag, hide-
and-seek, red-rover and of course, the rope swing!

| feel fortunate to have been able to see Polly at my Mom's 95th
birthday in November, just a little over a month ago. She was so
alert and engaging! She is such an inspiration to me in the way she
lived her life. I'm so broken hearted for you. Peace to you all in the
days and months ahead.

Love, Amy (Ame)

Amy Aker - January 08, 2020 at 02:34 PM

Tom and family,

So sorry to hear of your mom's passing. She was a wonderful
woman who treated everyone like family. Always smiling. always
welcoming, just an extremely nice person. My thoughts and prayers
are with you all at this time.

Bernie Rosenblum

Bernie Rosenblum - January 03, 2020 at 12:06 PM



Polly was a great lady... from our early teens to now { over a fifty
year span} she always had time for Cande’s friends...we told her our
stories and she would listen intently with a sparkle in her eyes and
her sweet sounding laughter....thanks for sharing joy, love and total
acceptance to a group of young women who you had a hand in
shaping.

RIP and I will treasure all our moments....

Candice (Havener) Piretti

Candice (Havener) Piretti - January 01, 2020 at 08:35 AM

Polly’s wit and welcoming smile would make your day...will miss seeing
Cande and Polly together...what an awesome Team.

Chris and Dave Lanfair - January 03, 2020 at 10:10 AM



