
Mr. Ronald F. Desgroseilliers
March 22, 1937 - September 22, 2025

Mr. Ronald Frederick Desgroseilliers, 88, of Pittsfield, passed away peacefully
on Monday, September 22, 2025, surrounded by his loving family. Born in
Fitchburg, MA, on March 22, 1937, he was the son of the late Albert and
Elizabeth Anderson Desgroseilliers 

 . 
 Ronald graduated from Fitchburg High School and later earned his Bachelor

of Science in Engineering from the United States Military Academy at West
Point. He honorably served in the United States Army from 1960-1964,
demonstrating the dedication and leadership that would define his entire life. 

 

Ronald's remarkable career began early, developing his business acumen
working on his family's dairy farm from a young age. In 1955, he enlisted in
the Air Force and was stationed at bases in New York and Georgia. In 1956,
he received a congressional appointment by Congressman Philip Philbin to
attend West Point Academy, where he excelled from 1956-1960, completing
artillery school, missile school, airborne and ranger training. 

 

His distinguished military career included serving as Launch Site Commander
at the Nike missile site in Hull, MA from 1960-1962, and Army Weapons
Commander for Foreign Intelligence at Watervliet Arsenal in Watervliet, NY
from 1962-1964, where he specialized in cannon design and manufacturing. 

 



Following his military service, Ronald transitioned seamlessly into civilian
leadership, beginning with General Electric's Manufacturing Management
program from 1964-1966, working in Pittsfield, MA, Schenectady, NY, and
Cincinnati, OH on small motor purchasing and large steam engine
manufacturing. His expertise quickly advanced him through increasingly
responsible positions: Unit Manager of manufacturing for five products in the
distribution protective department (1966-1969), followed by a brief tenure as
Superintendent at Marsh Instruments Company in Frankfort, KY (1969-1970). 

 

Returning to General Electric, Ronald's career flourished through a series of
management roles that showcased his technical expertise and leadership
abilities. He served as Manager of Recloser Inductrol Manufacturing Shop
Operations in Pittsfield, MA (1970-1972), Manager of Manufacturing
Engineering and Quality Control for Distribution Transformers (1972-1973),
Manager of Wire Mill operations (1973-1974), and Manager of Manufacturing
Engineering and Operations for Power Transformers (1974-1975). From 1975-
1980, he managed the entire Distribution Transformer Department. 

 

The capstone of Ronald's career came from 1980-1998, when he served as
Manager of Environmental Protection and Utilities, leading critical PCB
remediation efforts in Pittsfield, MA. His responsibilities extended nationwide,
with business travel to Oakland, CA, and Rome, GA. 

Ronald served as the primary liaison between GE and regulatory agencies,
successfully negotiating complex environmental agreements that satisfied
both corporate and governmental requirements. His collaborative approach
with GE's corporate and legal teams ensured that all settlements exceeded
compliance standards. During a pivotal era of industrial environmental
regulation, Ronald's reputation as an ethical and effective negotiator made
him indispensable to the company's environmental strategy. 

 



Ronald was a devoted family man who found his greatest joy in life's simple
pleasures and time spent with loved ones. He was especially dedicated to his
son Michael, who had Down Syndrome, demonstrating the same love and
support he showed all his children and grandchildren. 

 

Ronald was also known as "Mr. Fix It" - there was never a need for hired help
as he could repair anything from appliances and motors to sewing curtains
and Halloween costumes. 

 

He had a deep affection for dogs and treasured every moment with his
grandchildren, creating memories that will last a lifetime. Family gatherings
were never complete without spirited card games, where Ronald's competitive
nature truly shone during fierce pitch games that became legendary among
family members. 

An avid reader with an insatiable curiosity, he balanced his intellectual pursuits
with an active lifestyle that included tennis and racquetball. Ronald's love for
the water was evident in the countless happy hours he spent vacationing and
boating on Lakes Monomonac and Sunshine in New Hampshire, as well as
sailing in the beautiful waters of San Francisco Bay. 

 

Ronald leaves behind his devoted wife of 65 years, Joyce Morrilly
Desgroseilliers of Pittsfield, MA; his daughters, Deb Adduci and her husband
John of Charlestown, MA, and Michelle Pope and her husband David of
Warwick, RI; his grandchildren, Caitlin Pope and her husband Ren Vicera of
Wailuku, HI, Jessica Pope of Charlestown, MA, Caroline Adduci of New York,
NY, and Jack Adduci of Charlestown, MA; and his great-grandchild, Hunter
Vicera of Wailuku, HI. 

 

Besides his parents, he was predeceased by his son, Michael Patrick



Desgroseilliers, who passed away in 2015, and his brother, Barry Francis
Desgroseilliers of Westborough, MA, who passed away in 2007. 

 

Funeral Notice: 
 

Funeral services for Ronald will be private. In lieu of flowers, donations in his
memory can be made to BCARC in care of the Dwyer Funeral Home.
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October 02, 2025 at 10:34 AM

A sympathy card was purchased for the family of Mr.
Ronald F. Desgroseilliers.

maria olaughlin - September 27, 2025 at 07:14 PM

David and I share our love and sorrow for your family in the loss of
your husband and father. 

  
We pray for peace in this difficult time and are very grateful for his
service to our country! 

  
Regards, 

 Maria and David O’Laughlin
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Maureen LaRoche - September 25, 2025 at 11:32 PM

Dear Deb, 
 I am so sorry to hear about your Dad’s passing. I remember him

supporting you around the NELTA tennis circuit and he was a very
nice & gracious man. The last time I saw him was at our State
Championship Final . 

 I will keep you all in my prayers Deb and I hope your are doing
okay. 
 
With Prayer, Thought, & the Hope of Comfort, 

 Maureen ‘Kimtis’ LaRoche.

edmond a desgroseilliers jr - September 25, 2025 at 02:37 PM

Sorry To hear of Ronnie's passing though I hadn't seen him in many
years. I do remember my childhood years with family reunions. My
deepest sympathies to his family and friends. Edmond A. (BUZZIE)
Desgroseilliers Jr.

Rose Davis Macdonald - September 24, 2025 at 12:48 PM

Joyce and family may all your fond memories help you through this
sad time. So very sorry.

Barbara Pastie - September 24, 2025 at 08:30 AM

Dear Joyce, I am saddened to hear of the passing of your husband,
Ronald. He certainly sounds like an amazing man. You were
fortunate to have 65 years together. My heart goes out to you and
your family. Much love, Barbara Pastie
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Danilo & Virginia Castro - September 23, 2025 at 04:44 PM

To Joyce and family, our deepest sympathy. Although it’s been
many years since we seen each other we still treasure our
friendship with Ron and Joyce. Many fun times were spent on the
tennis courts in couples tennis, and the fierce ladies matches Joyce
and Ginny played at the Pittsfield Country Club. We treasured our
time in the Berkshires made enjoyable by the Dee family. Our
prayers are with you and the memories treasured. Dan & Ginny
Castro, Hilton Head, SC

ARLENE HERRICK - September 23, 2025 at 04:41 PM

DEAR JOYCE, DEBBIE AND FAMILY, PLEASE ACCEPT MY
SINCERE CONDOLENCES OF RON'S PASSING. MAY HE REST
IN PEACE!

September 23, 2025 at 02:47 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Mr. Ronald F. Desgroseilliers.
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